





U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

The Department oY eteransAffairs(VA)offers this survivors and burial benefits kit as a source

of pre-need planninginformation and record storagefor Veteransand their families. Thiskit

is intended to be used as a supplementtothelzy Y NE 2F +! G5SIJSYyRSyi(a
Benefitspamphlet.

L~

Includedyouwill find Planningfor the Future asectionto guideyouthroughpossibleend-of-life
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and how you shoulapply.

For your added benefit, we have provided space for you to add your own personal information
that can be kept in one location for your use, and for the use of loved ones. These sections
identify the location of important documents, account numbanslitary discharge documents,
and marital information.

We haveprovided samples of completed forms thataybe needed in the application process.
VAforms change periodically; current versions can be found onlinevat..va.gov/vaforms

It is our sincere desire that the information and documents contained in this brochure assist
you and your loved ones.

On behalf of a grateful nation, we respectfully thank all Veterans for gexvice.

Honor is not a word,
but a way of life.

1 www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/beneftsmmary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits. pdf
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Planning for the  Future

VAhasbenefitsdesignedo aidyouandyourfamilyin preparingfor the future. Thedocuments
in this packet will help guide you and your loved ones as you plan, and ensure your survivors
know what benefits are available tbem.

Thefollowing benefits are available to Veterans and their families:

Pre-Need Eligibility for National Cemetery Burial or Memorialization

VA provides for a final resting place for eligible Veterans, spouses, and their eligible
dependents, as well as a heads&or marker, a flag to drape the casket and a Presidential
Memorial Certificate.

Memorial or Burial Flags

A United States flag is provided, at no cost, to drape the casket or accompany the urn of a
deceased Veteran who served honorably in the U. S. Aifreecks. U.S. Post Offices are the
primary issuing point for burial flags. Each family of a decedent is entitled to one flag.

Government Headstones or Markers
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final resting place (private, state or national cemeteries).

Cemetery Medallions

VAcan provide a medallion for use on a headstone or other memorial in a pieatetery
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Presidential Memorial Certificates

VA can provide a Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) to the family of the deceased
Veteran. A PMC is an engraved paper certificate signed by the current President.

Burial Benefits and Burial Automatic Payments

Burial benefits are paid to a spouse, designated family member, or executor to partially
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These benefits are paid at different rates based on wheth& S + SGSNJ y Q&a- RSIF 0K &
connected or norservice connected.

If the Veteranwas receiving/A benefitprior to passing and had a spouseretord, these
benefits will usually be paid automatically to that spoudeweveradditional fundsmaybe

paid, or payment made to another party, if an application is completed. Additional benefits,
includinga plot or interment allowanceand transportationallowance ,may alsobe payable.
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An application for nosserviceconnected burial benefits must be submitted within two years from
the date of death. There is no time limit for a servamnnected death.

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) is a monthiydge)benefit provided to an
eligible surviving spouse, dependesttild(ren),and/or parent(s)f a Servicemember who died
while on active duty, active duty for training, inactive duty trainingtcosurvivors of Veterans
who died froma serviceconnected disabilit(ies).

DIC benefits paid to surviving spouses and children are not income based. Parents DIC is an income
based benefit for parents who were financially dependent &@raicemember oVeteran who died
from a serviceelated cause.

Dependent sd Educational Assistance Progr

The5 S LJS y AESuyfatiohaDAssistance Prografiers education andraining opportunitiesto
eligibledependentsof Veteranswho are permanentlyandtotally disableddueto a service
relatedconditionor of Servicemembersvho diedduring active militangervice oNeteransvho diedas
aresultof aservicerelatedcondition.

Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship

Provides children with financial support for tuition and fees, books and supplies, and hodming.
maybe eligible for up to 36 months of Fry Scholarship benefits if you are the child of a
Servicemember who died during active duty after Septemb@r2001 Younust use your benefits
between yourl8th and 33rdbirthdays.Youmaystill be eligible if you arenarried.

Thel5yeartime limitation for usingPost9/11 GIBill benefitsis eliminatedfor qualifying
dependentgFrychildrenwhobecameeligibleonor after Januaryl,2013andall Fryspouses).

Survivors Pension

A taxfree monetary benefipayment to a lowincome, uaremarried surviving spouse and/or
eligible unmarried child(ren) of a deceased wartime Veteran, whose death senaterelated.
Certain deductible expenses, suchuamreimbursed medical expensmaybe used to reduce the
4 dZNIDA @2 NXricom@2 dzy G+ 6 f S

Special Monthly Pension Benefits

Certain survivors who are eligible for VA pension benefits and require the aid and attendance of
another person, or are housebound, may be eligible for additional monetary payment. These
benefits are in addition to monthly pensioand they are not paid ithout eligibility to Pension.
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The Civilian Health and Medical Program of the
Department of Veterans Affairs

A benefit that provides reimbursement for some medical expenses to certain surviving spouses
or children of deceased Veterans, or spouseshddren of Veterans witlpermanent andotal
serviceconnecteddisabilitieswho are not eligibldor TRICARE.

Home Loans

VAcanhelp eligibleunmarriedsurviving spouse@®r those remarried after reaching age 57)
become homeowners. This benefit may be used to help you buy, befldance repair,and
retain, a home for your own personal occupan®ou must be in receipt of Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and the surviving spouse of a Veteran wh@ylien active or
select reserve service, b) from a servaamnected cause, or ¢) was rated totally disabled for a
certain period of time preceding death. Other surviving spsuselude: a) spouse of a
Servicemember missing in action or a prisoner of war, ansplouseof a certain totally disabled
Veteran whose disability may not have been the canfsgeath. For more information vidite
home loanweb pagé or call 2877-827-3702.

Veterans Month of Death Benefits

If aVeteranwho is receiving Acompensation or pension benefits passaegy,their last
month of benefits can be paid to their surviving spouse. This payment is ugutdiyatic,
butif it is not received, it can be claimed via a phone call800-827-1000,0r through your
VeteransService Officer (VSO) GountyVeteransServie Officer (CVSO).

For additional information regarding eligibility requirements see $henmary of VA
5SIISYRSY(1aQ | YR3{ dZNDADG2NERQ . SySTAada

VA Life Insurance

As part of our mission to serve Servicemembers, Veterans, and their families, VA provides
valuable life insurance benefits to give you the peace of mind that comes with knowing your
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security for your family given the extraordinary risks involved in militaryise.

VA has several different insurance prograims.get the insurance benefits you've earned,
explore your options, manage your policy, update your life insurance beneficiary
designation(s), or file claims, vigitvw.benefits.va.gov/insurance

2 www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans/
3 www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/benefitsnmary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits. pdf
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Wh at t o Do, and Whené

Preparing for the passing of a loved one, or even oneself, can be a difficult and confusing time.
The following informs you of what yonayneed to do, and when, to ensure your survivhese
the information and documentsneededto obtain the benefitsfor whichthey may be entitled.

For the Veteran, when discussing your final wishes with your loved ones:

w Discuss your military serviesd any VA disability rating informatiovith your
family and if possible, locate copies of your military separatiocument(s)such as
your DD214.

wUseVAForm2icyc/ (2 R20dzYSy i @&2dz | yR This2 dzNJ & LJ2 dzi &
informationmaybe needed ifyour spouse applies fadrAbenefits after yourpassing.

w Discuss your final wishes regarding your remains. If you wish to be buried in a national
cemeteryafter your passingconsiderapplyingnow for pre-need burial eligibility.

w Be sure tacomplete and annually review your life insurance beneficiary designation(s),
which will make it much easier to file a claim and receive benefits quickly.

For the Veterantés family, as the Vetera

0 Speak to the: S i S Nidctgt @But how to obtain copies of medical records before and
afterthe + S (i S Ndssihgja casethey maybe neededin the future.

w Discuss with th&/eteranwhere and when theyavereceived treatment foanymedical
conditions which you believamay havebeen incurred in, or exacerbatdwy,their military
service.

w If youbelievethe Veteranmaybe enteringinto their periodof final illness beginkeeping
a record ofanymedical expenses related to thénhal illness.

w If the Veteranwishes to be interred in a national cemetery, locate their-ped burial
approval(if they applied),or clarify their wishesasto where they would like to be
interred.

Forthe V e t e mparentS, spouse,or dependent children,
afterthe Vet e mpassing:s

w Consider if you wish to apply fofASurvivordPensioror DIC.

w If the Veteran had a VA Life Insurance policy, or other policy, prepare and submit a claim
with required supporting documentation.

w If youhavea medical condition, disease, or injury which necessitates tharaidattendance
of another person in performing your activitiesdadily life, or ardhousebound have your
physiciancomplete a statement outlining your medical condition.

o If you believe thet S (i S Nidatyf @a& related to a condition incurred during military
service, or exacerbated by military service, obtain copiesgprivate medical records
from the+ S G S plysjti@VAhospital records and military medical records can be
obtained byVA).
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